September 7, 2019

Hon. Doug Downey, Attorney General
Ministry of the Attorney General

11 the floor, 720 Bay Street

Toronto Ontario

M7A 2S9

Dear Mr. Downey:
Re: Restoring funding to Legal Aid Clinics

We are writing to express our concerns regarding the funding cuts to legal aid clinics.

Who are we?

We are members of our group, the Chinese Injured Workers' Group. Our group was
formed in February 1999 with the assistance of Injured Workers Community Legal Clinic
(IWC). Members of our group are mainly workers who speak Chinese (Cantonese,
Mandarin and other Chinese dialects). We:

¢ Support Ontario's Chinese injured workers

e Share information on workers' compensation concerns

e Fight for injured workers' rights in the workplace

s Participate in law reform activities to protect and improve injured workers'’

rights

Recently your government announced budget cuts to legal aid Ontario. All legal aid
clinics are facing different percentage of funding cuts. These cuts affect the operation
of the clinics and cause reduction in front line services.

How many legal clinics helping injured workers?

There are only three specialty clinics focusing on helping injured workers and victims of
occupational disease. These are the Injured Workers' Community Legal Clinic (IWC),
Industrial Accident Victims Group of Ontario (IAVGO) and the Workers' Health and clinic
and Safety Legal Clinic(WHSLC). These three clinics serve the entire province of
Ontario. They provide direct representation to hundreds of injured workers, including
immigrants have language barrier who are among the most vulnerable Ontarians.
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We know, all these three clinics have been operating under a modest budgets. To deal
with further deep cuts, the three clinics has to cut frontline services that will have a
great impact on the direct services to injured workers.

Our group urges you and your government to NOT ONLY reverse these cuts BUT
ALSO increase their funding so that they can to increase the front line services to assist
injured workers who have language barriers to access the legal system

Our group is happy to meet with you to discuss how the cuts to these three specialty
clinics affects the most vulnerable Chinese newcomers with language barriers.

Yours truly, Ca
Chinese Injured Workers’ Group
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