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and Illness    
 
 

KEY FINDINGS 

 
 

• 61% of injured workers surveyed were unemployed after injury, 
while 89% were employed full time prior to injury. 

 
• The poverty rate amongst injured workers was 2-4 times higher 

than in the general population of Ontario. 
 

• Nearly one in five injured workers (18%) was on social 
assistance. 

 
• About 20% of respondents lost their home after injury. 

 
• One in five injured workers was living in extreme poverty after 

injury (less than $10,000 income per year).  Forty-one percent 
of injured workers reported an income of less than $15,000. 

 
• One in five injured workers no longer had a car after injury. 

 
• Findings indicate a 13-fold increase in food bank use post-

injury.  Sixty-four respondents reported that they had used food 
banks after injury, compared with 5 who reported having used 
food banks before their injury.  

 
• The incidence of subsidized housing use more than doubled 

after injury.  Twenty-five respondents reported using subsidized 
housing after injury compared with 12 before injury.  

 
• Almost half (46%) of the injured workers reported depression as 

a result of their workplace injury.   
 
• Two-thirds of injured workers reported losing friends as a result 

of work injury, while 18% reported that they had lost their 
family. 


