•

Please note that the review has been commissioned by the Board itself and the
Board has already laid out its looked for conclusions: full funding (Which is not
required and has weaknesses); a new formula for cost-of-living which will still be
less than full cost-of-living (Why cannot even the simplest demand of injured
workers for full-cost-of living be met? A Liberal government brought it in the
1980's-what
is wrong with now?); and a deepening of the system of "experience
rating" (This is a complete turn about from a commitment to reform the system
and possibly terminate it due to the harm that it does to injured workers.) What
sort of commission starts out with its conclusions?

•

Please note that a letter has gone out to every employer in the province under the
compensation system which assures employers that the ultimate goal is to reduce
employer rates (not improving the system for injured workers); which tempers the
announcement of the rate increase, by implicitly encouraging employers to make
use of the experience rating system to get rebates; and which encourages
employers to get involved in the review. Please note that no equivelent letter
went out to the injured workers ofthe province.
We request that a similar letter be sent out to all the injured workers in the
province-those
on benefits and those who have received a pension or NEL. We
further request that understanding that Human Rights legislation requires the
accommodation of the disabled and as such, the Board needs to make provisions
to assist injured workers from around the province to be able to make their
.
presentations and to make them in person. Injured workers do not have the same
access to funds as employers to have their voice heard.

Thankyou for your consideration of these initial points. We hope that you will take
action on them as soon as possible and will be pleased to discuss these and other
related issues with you at any time.
In addition, we do request a meeting with you and your staffto discuss our situation,
our concerns, our fears, and our hope.
Yours Sincerely,
The Bright Lights Group of Injur~kers
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Eon. Peter Fonseca, Minister of Labol1I
Mr. David Marshal, President, WCB/WSlB

