
Injured Workers Demonstrate in 7 Cities, Deliver Open Letter to 
WSIB and Parliamentarians, to Demand Better Healthcare from 
WSIB 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
 
What:  Provincial Day of Action on Health Care for Injured Workers 
 
When:  June 10, 2016 

Actions happening throughout the day from 10 am to 5 pm  
 
Who:  Broad sector of society including injured workers, community, labour, and 

medical organizations 
 
Where:  Actions taking place in Toronto, Mississauga, Hamilton, London, Barrie, 

Thunder Bay and Ottawa  
 
On June 10, 2016, injured workers and their supporters will be demonstrating in 7 cities 
in a province-wide Day of Action to demand changes in how the Workplace Safety and 
Insurance Board (WSIB) provides health care to people injured on the job.  

“For too long, the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board has not listened to our doctors 
and not covered treatment our doctors recommend. WSIB needs to change. Our health 
depends on it,” says Sanghun Mun an injured worker and organizer of the Day of 
Action.  
 
Injured workers will be delivering an open letter endorsed by over 140 organizations and 
individuals, as well as thousands of postcards signed by supporters, calling for changes 
at WSIB. The main demands are that the WSIB listen to injured workers’ doctors, 
approve the treatments their doctors recommend and better protect vulnerable workers, 
like injured migrant workers and workers with mental health issues.  

“As a frontline worker, I know what I see. Injured workers are consistently denied 
physiotherapy, medications, and medical devises that their doctors recommend,” says 
Jessica Ponting, a Community Legal Worker at the IAVGO Community Legal Clinic. “It 
seems that the WSIB prefers to end claims based on recovery dates WSIB assessment 
centers predict rather than listen to doctors who advise further treatment.”  
 
The Day of Action comes on the heals of workers, doctors and advocates calling on the 
Ontario Ombudsman to launch an investigation into how the WSIB systemically 
disregards the advice of treating doctors.  
 
The Day of Action is organized by Injured Workers Action for Justice alongside injured 
worker groups and supporters across Ontario.  The open letter to be delivered to the 

http://iavgo.org/whats-new/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2016/01/29/provincial-watchdog-urged-to-investigate-wsib.html


WSIB, Minister of Labour, Premier and MPPs is signed by over 140 organizations and 
individuals who are standing with injured workers.  
 
Media Contacts  
 
Primary Media Contacts: 
 

Chris Ramsaroop, IAVGO Community Legal Clinic and Injured Workers Action 
for Justice, (647) 834-4932, ramsaroopchris@gmail.com 

 
Jessica Ponting, IAVGO Community Legal Clinic and Injured Workers Action for 
Justice, (647) 401-9611, ponting.jessica@gmail.com  

 
Media Contacts by City: 
 

Toronto:  Same as above 
 
London:  Wendy Knelsen, President of 

London & District Injured Workers Group  
(226) 919-7276  
 
Patti Dalton, President of London and District Labour Council 
(519) 494-3901  
 

Barrie: Joanne Hearns, Barrie and District Injured Workers Group  
(905) 299-4458 
 

 Hamilton: Karl Crevar, Hamilton & District Injured Workers Group 
   (289) 396-0959 
 
 Ottawa:  Margery Wardle, Injured and Ill Workers of Ottawa 
   (613) 224-7308   
 

Thunder Bay:Greg Snider, President, Thunder Bay and District Injured Workers  
Support Group 

   (807) 345-7904 
 
 Mississauga: Catherine Fenech, Peel Injured Workers  
   (905) 790-8198 
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